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The system of agriculture is everywhere very simple, and the imple-
ments in use are of the rudest description. For the rains crops, ploughing
operations commence with the first good fall of rain, and the land
is ploughed from once to three times according to the stiffness of
the soil In the western half of Rajputana, a camel or a pair of
bullocks is yoked to the plough, but sometimes donkeys or buffaloes
are used. The camels of the desert walk swiftly, and the ploughs are
of very trifling weight; consequently each cultivator is able to put a
large extent of ground under crop. It is estimated that, in the light
sandy soil, a man with a camel or a pair of good bullocks can plough
from two to three acres a day. The seed is usually sown by means of
a drill or bamboo tube attached to the rear of the plough, but some-
times, especially in the case of ///, broadcast. In the cultivation of the
rabi crops more trouble is taken. The land receives several ploughings
transverse to each other, and is harrowed and levelled in order to
retain the moisture. When the seed has been sown and the crops
begin to sprout, considerable attention is paid to weeding; thorn
fences are erected to keep out cattle and hog; scarecrows are set up
to frighten away the birds, and 'persons are engaged to keep watch and
are provided with slings or a noisy instrument, called thali, in the
western States.

In the south of Rajputana a peculiar mode of cultivation is practised
by the Bhlls; it is called wdlar or walra, and resembles the jhiim of
Assam and the kumri of the Western Ghats. It consists of cutting
down a patch of forest and burning the trees on the ground in order
to clear room for a field, which is manured by the ashes. After a year
or two, the soil is exhausted and another felling takes place. The
system, which is, of course, most destructive to the forests, has been
prohibited in Dungarpur and Sirohi.

The principal rains crops are bdjra (Pennisetum typhoideuni) or spiked
millet, and jowdr (Sorghum wtlgare) or great millet. The former is
sown as early as possible, even in May if rain falls in that month, and
takes about three months to ripen ; it is the chief crop in the western
and northern States, and also in Alvvar, Bharatpur, Dholpur, Karauli,
and the greater part of Jaipur. Jowdr requires a stiffer soil and more
rain, and is sown later; it is the most common crop in Bimdi, Jhalawar,
Kotah, Tonk, and parts of Partabgarh and Udaipur. Other kharif
crops are maize or Indian corn, the food of the masses in the south ;
moth and mung, both species of the kidney bean; cotton ; and a coarse
kind of rice. The cultivation of the latter is practically confined to
Banswara, Dungarpur, and parts of Jaipur, Karauli, and Kotah. Of
these crops, the only ones that usually require manure or artificial
irrigation are maize and cotton. The principal rabi crops are wheat,
barley, gram or chick-pea, sugar-cane, poppy, tobacco, san (Indian